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Dankesworte anlässlich der Verleihung des 

K.E.R.N-Preises für Maritime Technologie 2007

( Martin Reincke )

Ladies and Gentleman,

I would like to reply to your congratulations and to the award you have presented, in English. I'm sure ( or at least hoping), that all of you will be able to understand my  “Kiel-Canal” version of this language! I’m doing this in order to take my honoured guest, Mr. Paul Weldon into account. He has just arrived from Australia, where he operates one of our partner stations on the pacific side of his beautiful country in Townsville. Without his help  and the assistance of our other partners from Norway, Switzerland, the United States of America, South Africa, the Philippines, China, Argentina , Chile and other countries around the globe, Kielradio would not be at the technical level it is today. They are all taking part in the worldwide network of coastal radio stations, known as the Global Link Network which was founded initially by Kielradio. 

The international telecommunications union, or ITU, will publish a recommendation this month to the maritime industry to ensure that our network can be employed as a probable replacement for the existing radio telex network system on board ship. This was made possible due to the determination and engagement of Paul Weldon and our other partners worldwide. I would therefore like to pass your award on to them as well.

I would also like to share your award with my investment partners, who have been so patient over the last seven years. My special thanks go to Mr. Egbert Wabbel from Rasmus Marine and to Mr. Georg Banner from MBG.

And last, but by no means least, I would also like to share your award with my family, who may have missed my personal support when I was travelling around somewhere on this planet, to connect radios to computers or having discussions about which were the best antennas to be employed.

I would especially like to thank the prize committee for our nomination. It should help Kielradio to become better known in the city whose name is included in that of our company. Although Kielradio is well known inside the global maritime industry, I frequently need to explain its functions and what we actually do , to the local population and those in the surrounding area. This means saying that Kielradio is not a broadcasting station which transmits music and news, but a coastal, maritime radio station. It should also prevent such telephone calls as:

“ I would like to talk to the anchorman”, or “may I talk to `Carsten Köthe?` “  or, “I’ve got the answer for the morning mystery” or even:

“I’m so happy to get through, because your telephone is always engaged”.  Furthermore, this nomination should also help to focus the public view on Kielradio within our local region.

We would also like to accept this award on behalf of all the small 

un-named companies in Schleswig-Holstein, working within the maritime market with a small advertising budget who are very seldom a matter of local regional interest. Those companies who I’d like to mention are Ramert in Kronshage, Veers in Kiel, ArgusNetworks in Altenholz and many others including Kielradio, who carry the name of Kiel and Schleswig-Holstein into the world maritime market. They have found technical and business opportunities catering to their needs across all frontiers and so, for them, globalisation is not a shadow on the wall, it is already  a part of the daily routine. 

Thus , we are developing a piracy alerting system together with Argus networks and a VHF datasystem in cooperation with Telenor of Norway. Our activities in the field of development include a remote engine data monitoring system for cargo vessels.

We are ready to fulfil the future challenges of the maritime communications and safety market, in cooperation with local and international partners.

I therefore see this prize as an award honouring the efforts of Germany’s smallest telecommunications company with world wide coverage. A company which is spreading the name of Kiel, our city, around the world.

Thank you
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